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In my experiment, rubidium atoms are loaded 
into a magneto-optical trap (MOT), cooled 
using optical molasses, and then trapped 
finally in an optical dipole trap (ODT); we then 
run our experiment, which usually means 
sending a probe laser and a control laser 
through our cloud of about 10,000 atoms, and 
measuring in one way or another the probe 
light that exits the cloud. All of this happens in 
a fraction of a second, with the interesting part 
happening in tens of milliseconds or less. The 
time period of an experiment happening is 
audibly defined by laser shutters in our lab 
clicking on and off within a second. An entire 
experimental cycle is called a “shot,” and gives 
effectively one data point for every parameter.

By a PhD researcher: Patrick Banner Physics PhD student

https://www.quora.com/profile/Patrick-Banner-1
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Quantum Computing

Compiled by

Compiled by Dr Jeff Drobman

Seismic Shifts: Challenges and Opportunities in the 'Post-ISA' 
Era of Computer Systems Design

➢ Focus on a hybrid classical – quantum distributed architecture
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